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Report of: Head of Regulation 
and Compliance

Wards Affected: (All Wards);
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Report:
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Summary:

To report on proposed changes to the medical examinations for hackney carriage and 
private hire drivers.

Recommendation(s):

That the Council adopt a medical assessment similar to the DVLA D4 Group 2 (lorry or 
bus) licence attached as annex 1.

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

The Council adopted the Group 2 medical as the standard for all licensed drivers in 2008 
but has been using its own medical assessment documentation since that time. This 
proposal will use an assessment similar to the current DVLA D4 which is also the 
standard being adopted across the other Merseyside licensing authorities.

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs



The cost of the service is wholly recovered from the ring fenced Taxi Licensing Trade 
Account (Revenue Budget BD12).

(B) Capital Costs

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):

Legal Implications:

Equality Implications:

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable:

Facilitate confident and resilient communities:

Commission, broker and provide core services: Ensure proper medical checks are 
being conducted on all licensed drivers

Place – leadership and influencer:

Drivers of change and reform:

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:

Greater income for social investment: 

Cleaner Greener

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD 4819/17) has been consulted and notes the 
report indicates no direct financial implications for the Council. The cost of the service is 
wholly recovered from the ring fenced Taxi Licensing Trade Account. The Head of 
Regulation and Compliance (LD 4103/17) has been consulted and any comments have 
been incorporated into the report.

(B) External Consultations 



Implementation Date for the Decision

2nd October 2017

Contact Officer: Mark Toohey
Telephone Number: Tel: Ext 2274
Email Address: mark.toohey@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

The following appendices are attached to this report: 

1 DVLA D4 Group 2 medical assessment

2 Current Sefton medical assessment

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.



1. Introduction/Background

1.1 It is a requirement that an applicant for a Hackney Carriage or Private Hire Driver
Licence is a fit and proper person to hold such a licence.

1.2 The provisions of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
S57(2) specifically allow a local authority to require a medical assessment 
certifying that the applicant for a Hackney Carriage or Private Hire Driver Licence 
is physically fit to undertake that role.

1.3 The Council adopted the DVLA Group 2 medical as the standard for all licensed 
drivers in 2008 but did not adopt all the elements of the Group 2 assessment. The 
Group 2 assessment is attached at annex 1 and the current Sefton medical is 
attached as annex 2.

1.4 It is proposed to adopt all the elements of the Group 2 assessment contained in 
annex 1.

2. Group 2 Assessment

2.1 Best practice advice contained within the booklet “Fitness to Drive: A guide for 
Health Professionals” recommends that the Group 2 medical standards applied by 
the DVLA should also be applied by local authorities to taxi drivers.

2.2 In September 2010 the Local Government Regulation (LGR) published a 
standardised conditions template following a review undertaken by the LGR 
Working Group. In respect of the requirement for medicals the template sets out
the following minimum standard:

‘All drivers, regardless of age, should have Group 2 medical checks on initial 
application and at regular intervals thereafter’

2.3 Group 2 medical standards are applied to holders of Light Goods Vehicle (LGV) or
Public Carriage Vehicle (PCV) licences. These licences are renewable from age 
45 years and every 5 years thereafter until the age of 65 years, unless restricted 
to a shorter period for medical reasons. Licences are renewable annually from the 
age of 65 years.

2.4 The medical standards are higher than those required for a licence to drive Group 
1 vehicles ie. motor cars and motor cycles. This higher standard is required to 
reflect the demands placed on the drivers of such vehicles due to the size and 
weight of the vehicle and the length of time the driver may spend at the wheel in 
the course of their occupation. 

3 Documentation

3.1 As can be seen by the differences between the current medical assessment form 
and the DVLA D4, the current form only assesses parts of the group 2 medical 
requirements. The recommendation is to adopt all the Group 2 elements fully.



3.2 The other Merseyside authorities have made (or are making) similar changes to 
their medical assessment to bring them in line with the DVLA D4 template.

3.3 It is not proposed to alter the frequency of medical checks which is on application, 
45yrs, 55yrs, 65yrs and every 3yrs thereafter.

4 Recommendations

4.1 To adopt an assessment which will closer resemble all the elements of the DVLA 
Group 2 D4 standard.

4.2 To consult with the trade about the forthcoming changes and introduce a Sefton 
version in October 2017.


